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Press Release
European Payments Council and Cards Stakeholders Group Release Version 7.05 of the SEPA
Cards Standardisation Volume for Public Consultation
10 March 2015 – Brussels: The European Payments Council (EPC), representing payment service
providers, together with the Cards Stakeholders Group (CSG), today published version 7.05 of the
Single Euro Payments Area (SEPA) Cards Standardisation Volume (the SCS Volume) for a threemonth public consultation. This document defines a standard set of requirements to enable an
interoperable and scalable card and terminal infrastructure across SEPA, based on open
international card standards.
The SCS Volume version 7.05 has been updated to include new functional and security
requirements applicable to card-not-present transactions, enhanced requirements related to the
pre-authorisation of card payments and a cards processing framework. All stakeholders are invited
to provide feedback by 5 June 2015.
The CSG is a multi-stakeholder body representing retailers, vendors, processors, card schemes and the
EPC. Created in 2009, the CSG develops and maintains the SCS Volume, and focuses on a cards
standardisation programme that will create a better, safer, more cost efficient and functionally richer card
services environment, whatever the card product or scheme may be.
In January 2014, the EPC, together with the CSG, published version 7.0 of the SCS Volume, ready for
market implementation. Version 7.0 of the SCS Volume covers a set of requirements applicable to cardpresent (also referred to as ‘face-to-face’ or ‘local’) transactions. All stakeholders and interested parties
active in the SEPA cards domain are encouraged to roll out services and products in line with the
requirements set out in version 7.0 of the SCS Volume in a three-year period, i.e. by January 2017.
Version 7.05 of the SCS Volume, released today, includes the requirements published with version 7.0
applicable to card-present transactions, which remain unchanged. In addition, the SCS Volume version
7.05 has been updated to incorporate the following new elements:
•

Functional and security requirements applicable to card-not-present (also referred to as ‘remote’)
payments, which are initiated in the context of electronic or mobile commerce or by mail or
telephone order.

•

Enhanced requirements related to the pre-authorisation of both face-to-face and remote card
payments relevant to, amongst others, service providers operating in the hospitality sector.

•

A cards processing framework which defines business principles and requirements for market
access and participation in card payment processing services. The main objective of this
framework is to facilitate an open and transparent market.

The CSG calls on all stakeholders to provide feedback on the new elements introduced into version 7.05
of the SCS Volume by 5 June 2015. The documentation relevant to the 2015 public consultation is
available on the EPC and CSG Websites.
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Based on the feedback received during the 2015 public consultation, a further version of the SCS Volume
will be published in due course to include the finalised requirements related to remote transactions and
pre-authorisation, respectively, and the final cards processing framework. These new elements, to be
incorporated into the next version of the document, will be subject to a three-year implementation
timeline.
The CSG stresses that the SCS Volume will also be aligned with relevant European Union (EU)
regulatory initiatives such as, for example, the forthcoming revised Payment Services Directive and the
new Regulation on interchange fees for card-based payment transactions, once approved by the EU colegislators.
EPC Chair Javier Santamaría, comments: “The updated version 7.05 of the SCS Volume released for
public consultation in March 2015 by the EPC together with the CSG addresses evolving market needs in
a fast-moving environment. The proposed new standardisation requirements will contribute to creating a
harmonised card and terminal infrastructure across SEPA which allows both consumers and merchants to
fully reap the benefits of exchanging goods and services in the digital age.”
– ENDS –
Media contact at the EPC: For further media information, please contact Meral Ruesing at the EPC
Secretariat (e-mail meral.ruesing@epc-cep.eu).
About the European Payments Council:
The European Payments Council (EPC), representing payment service providers, supports and promotes
European payments integration and development, notably the Single Euro Payments Area (SEPA). The
EPC is committed to contribute to safe, reliable, efficient, convenient, economically balanced and
sustainable payments, which meet the needs of payment service users and support the goals of
competitiveness and innovation in an integrated European economy. It pursues this purpose through the
development and management of pan-European payment schemes and the formulation of positions and
proposals on European payment issues in constant dialogue with other stakeholders and regulators at the
European level and taking a strategic and holistic perspective. The primary task of the EPC is to manage
the SEPA Credit Transfer and SEPA Direct Debit Schemes in close dialogue with all stakeholders. The
EPC is an international not-for-profit association which makes all of its deliverables available to
download free of charge on the EPC Website. For further information please contact secretariat@epccep.eu or visit www.epc-cep.eu.
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The EPC Newsletter. Your key to SEPA. Get your free subscription here.
Keep up to date with the latest EPC activity, news, views and opinions via the EPC newsroom. You can
also share your views with the EPC on its blog and discussion board, follow the EPC on Twitter
@EPC_SEPA and join the EPC on LinkedIn.
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